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This course attempts to provide orientation in a question that has become a major public issue, i.e.,
religion (meaning the plurality of religions and religious and/ or spiritual worldviews). In media reports,
religion is frequently depicted as a source of social strife and violence that tends to threaten the
strongholds of democratic secular states.

Nonetheless, religion(s) had, historically speaking, a major impact on European cultures in a variety of
ways, not least on their actual value systems. The specific European history of religion’s decline of
influence on state, society, and the individual — known as secularization — did not prepare Europeans
well for dealing with religion as a public issue.

Consequently, this course takes a second, scientific and multi-disciplinary look at religion: Sociology,
Philosophy, Anthropology, Political Science, Cultural Studies and Theology will provide theoretical
approaches to one of the most ambiguous phenomena, religion.

It will offer basic knowledge of what genuine religious questions are and how they are formulated in
some of the so-called World religions (Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism) that might generate some
impact on European cultures in the future as well.

Learning outcomes

e A basic knowledge of what genuine religious questions are and how they can be analyzed
scientifically;

e A basic knowledge of those three World religions (Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism) that might
have some impact on European cultures in the future.

Teaching and learning methods

Short presentations & class discussion




Course preparation

Texts to be read in preparation for each class;
Short presentations based on these texts.
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Assessment (%)
(methods of examination, requirements for awarding credit points)

Reading of all texts & active participation in class discussion (2/3)
Short presentations (1/3)
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