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1) Urban art as an umbrella term
The aim of the conference and this publication is to discuss “urban art” in its broadest sense: as an umbrella term 
that encompasses a great variety of creative expressions in the urban environment on a global scale. I am aware 
VM�[OL�\ZL�VM�[OL�[LYT�\YIHU�HY[�MVY�WYVK\J[Z�VM�[OL�HY[�THYRL[�[OH[�HYL�YLSH[LK�[V�NYHɉ[P�^YP[PUN�HUK�Z[YLL[�HY[��0�KV�
UV[�KPZHNYLL��I\[�^V\SK�SPRL�[V�WYVWVZL�H�T\JO�IYVHKLY�ÄLSK�VM�KLUV[H[PVUZ��-PYZ[S`�ILJH\ZL�[OPZ�[LYT�^HZ�\ZLK�I`�
artists and activists themselves at the beginning of the great renaissance of street art around the millennium. In Julia 
9LPULJRL»Z�ÄYZ[�HJHKLTPJ�TVUVNYHWO�VU�Z[YLL[�HY[��Z\ITP[[LK�HZ�H�THZ[LY�[OLZPZ�H[�/\TIVSK[�<UP]LYZP[`�PU�)LYSPU��^L�
ÄUK�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�X\V[H[PVU�MYVT�Z[LUJPS�HY[PZ[�3VNHU�/PJRZ!�¸�¯��<YIHU�HY[�ILZ[�KLZJYPILZ�[OL�TV]LTLU[��;OL�HY[�[OH[�
ZPNUPÄLZ�[OPZ�TV]LTLU[�PZ�PUÅ\LUJLK��HUK�WYPTHYPS`�SP]LZ�^P[OPU�[OL�JP[`�LU]PYVUTLU[���¯��;OL�WLVWSL��[OL�TLKP\TZ��
surfaces and showcases that exist within this movement are all born from the city streets” (Reineke, 2007; Blanché, 
�������6ULTH�WVPU[Z�PU�[OL�ZHTL�KPYLJ[PVU!�¸0[�Z\TZ�\W�^OH[�^L»YL�KVPUN!�JYLH[PUN�HY[�PU�MVY�PUZWPYLK�I`�[OL�\YIHU�
LU]PYVUTLU[�[OH[�^L�SP]L�PU��0[�PZ�ZPTWSL�HUK�LHZPS`�\UKLYZ[HUKHISL�[V�[OVZL�^OV�KVU»[�KV�HY[��^OPSL�Z[PSS�THPU[HPUPUN�
[OL�PKLH�VM�JYLH[P]P[`�HUK�PU[LSSPNLUJL��UV[�Q\Z[�º]HUKHSPZT»¹��9LPULRL������"�)SHUJOt���������*\YH[VY�(KYPHU�5HIP�HSZV�
coined an encompassing term for the Backjumps exhibitions in Berlin after 2003 by naming the phenomenon at large 
as urban communication and aesthetics (Nabi 2003).

;OL�IYVHK�PTWSPJH[PVUZ�VM�[OL�[LYT�̧ \YIHU�HY[¹�HSSV^�Z\TTHYPaPUN�]LY`�KPɈLYLU[�V\[JVTLZ��Z[`SLZ��TLKPH��HUK�[LJOUPX\LZ�
YHUNPUN�MYVT�PSSLNHS�NYHɉ[P�^YP[PUN�[V�WLYMVYTH[P]L��WHY[PJPWH[VY`�HUK�HYJOP[LJ[VUPJHS�PU[LY]LU[PVUZ��/PSKLIYHUK[���������
from adbusting to legal murals and so forth. We do not need to be imprecise by describing the single form of urban 
JYLH[P]P[ �̀�I\[�ULP[OLY�KV�^L�OH]L� [V� YLZ[YPJ[� [OLT�I`�KLÄUP[PVUZ��;V�HKOLYL� [V� [LYTZ��HZ�NYHɉ[P�^YP[PUN�HUK�Z[YLL[�
art is on the one hand useful to stress their critical potential, on the other hand it can be excluding, if the artistic or 
Q\Z[�JYLH[P]L�L_WYLZZPVU�KVLZ�UV[�Ä[� PU�[OLPY�JOHYHJ[LYPaH[PVU��0M�^L�\ZL�[OL�[LYT�\YIHU�HY[� PU�P[Z�IYVHKLZ[�ZLUZL�HZ�
a model for analysis, then it is also possible to overcome polarities that were already described and criticized by 
several authors, that is to say, the oppositions between art and vandalism, art and non-art, high and low art or art and 
advertisement and so forth. The objective here is, of course, not to overlook these discussions, but to acknowledge 
them as part of the phenomenon itself. The aim is to deal with every creative expression that appears on our large 
\YIHU�ZJYLLU��(SZV��MVY�[OPZ�YLHZVU�[OL�PU[LYKPZJPWSPUHY`�HWWYVHJO�PZ�ZV�PTWVY[HU[�HZ�P[�VɈLYZ�H�T\S[P�WLYZWLJ[P]L�VM�
urban practices, produced by many and often anonymous authors using a great variety of media.

;OL�T\S[P[\KL�VM� L_WYLZZPVUZ�WVZLZ� H� NYLH[� JOHSSLUNL� MVY� ZJPLU[PÄJ� YLZLHYJO�� LZWLJPHSS`� MVY� HY[� OPZ[VY �̀�^OPJO� Z[PSS�
WYP]PSLNLZ�TVUVNYHWOPJ�HWWYVHJOLZ�HUK�OHZ�KPɉJ\S[PLZ�[V�YLJVNUPaL��L�N��Z[YLL[�HY[�HZ�H�NLU\PUL�MVYT�VM�HY[��,]LU�
though academia as well as the established art world have claimed to overcome the categories of high and low long 
ago, both are still working with hierarchies. Here methods of visual culture studies or the German Bildwissenschaft 
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come into play by allowing us to analyze non-artistic forms of creativity or just signs in the urban fabric, moreover 
[OL�YLJLW[PVU�VM�\YIHU�HY[�[OYV\NO�WOV[VNYHWOPJ�HUK�ÄST�KVJ\TLU[H[PVU��;OLZL�PTHNLZ�ÄUK�[OLPY�^H`Z�TVZ[S`�PU[V�
the internet and in photo books, and in return shape the urban imaginary. The idea is not to elevate forms of urban 
HY[�HY[PÄJPHSS �̀�I\[�[V�JVUZPKLY�[OL�WOLUVTLUVU�H[�SHYNL�HUK�ZLL�P[�HZ�H�JVU[LTWVYHY`�LWPZ[LTPJ�TVKLS�MVY�H�^H`�VM�
processing knowledge via images in a dynamic way. The challenge here is to think about a form that includes many 
forms, a multitude of perspectives, which are constantly networking visually and virtually.
 
2) Creating the urban
-\Y[OLYTVYL�� [OL�[LYT�\YIHU�HY[�VWLUZ�[OL�ÄLSK�[V^HYK�[OL�KPZJV\YZL�VU�[OL�JVU[LTWVYHY`�JP[`� [OH[�OHZ�WYLJPZLS`�
changed in the period of the street art boom since the 1990s. Actually, the static notion of the (post)modern city 
^HZ�NP]LU�\W�MVY�H�T\JO�TVYL�ÅL_PISL�JVUJLW[PVU�VM�[OL�JVU[LTWVYHY`�\YIHU��\UKLYZ[VVK�HZ�H�WYVJLZZ��^OPJO� PZ�
JVUZ[HU[S`�JOHUNPUN��LWOLTLYHS��TVIPSL��LU[LY[HPUPUN��]PY[\HS�KPNP[HS�HUK�HSZV�JOHV[PJ�HUK�KPɉJ\S[�[V�JVU[YVS��)V\YKPU��
Eckardt, Wood, 2014). These characteristics meet perfectly the criteria of urban creativity as the contributions of 
this publication demonstrate. Street art, in particular, has shown to be not only constantly changing, ephemeral, 
mobile and entertaining, but also developed at the same time and together with the web 2.0, and is therefore also 
virtual. It represents and produces the contemporary urban multidimensional space. This process is of course not 
SPULHY��I\[�PTWSPLZ�VWWVZP[PVUZ�HUK�JVU[YHKPJ[PVUZ��Z\JO�HZ�NLU[YPÄJH[PVU��:[YLL[�HY[�PZ�]LY`�VM[LU�HJJ\ZLK��VY�WYHPZLK��
as a motor of urban renewal because it attracts people to live in such an environment, which in turn allures to real 
LZ[H[L�KL]LSVWLYZ��/V^L]LY��HM[LY�[OL�WYVJLZZ�VM�NLU[YPÄJH[PVU�PZ�JVTWSL[LK��LZWLJPHSS`�NYHɉ[P�^YP[PUN�HUK�Z[YLL[�HY[�
disappear from the respective area, a process that has happened in Berlin. The intensive investment is accompanied 
I`�JVU[YVS�VM�WYVWLY[`�[OH[�SLHKZ�[V�[OL�HNHPU�TVYL�Z[H[PJ�UV[PVU�VM�[OL�JP[ �̀�7YVJLZZLZ�SPRL�[OPZ�ZOV^�OV^�JVUÅPJ[Z�
within the contemporary city very much depend on the urban imaginary: Who has the power to decide about the 
overall image? Who is permitted to develop the ideas about communal living (Bourdin, Eckardt, Wood, 2014)?

-YVT�[OPZ�MVSSV^Z�[OH[�[OL�\YIHU�PZ�HSZV�WVSP[PJHS�PU�KPɈLYLU[�^H`Z!�P[�OHZ�ILN\U�[V�HZZ\TL�[OL�TLHUPUN�VM�[OL�W\ISPJ�
ZWOLYL��kɈLU[SPJORLP[���9LJLU[S �̀�P[�^HZU»[�Q\Z[�PU�,\YVWLHU�JP[PLZ�[OH[�VWPUPVU�WVSSZ�K\YPUN�LSLJ[PVU�JHTWHPNUZ�UHTLK�
H�ZV�JHSSLK�¹\YIHU�LSLJ[VYH[L�¸�^OPJO�JHUUV[�IL�KLÄULK�ZV�JSLHYS �̀�(M[LY�[OL�JVU[YV]LYZPHS�TLKPH�SH^�PU�7VSHUK�^HZ�
enacted early in 20161, the Polish foreign minister Witold Waszczykowski stated in an interview that the law would cure 
7VSHUK�VM�KPɈLYLU[�RPUKZ�VM�KPZLHZLZ��Z\JO�HZ�[OL�UL^�TP_�VM�J\S[\YLZ�HUK�YHJLZ��H�^VYSK�VM�J`JSPZ[Z�HUK�]LNL[HYPHUZ��
^OV�^HU[�[V�\ZL�VUS`�YLUL^HISL�LULYN`�HUK�ÄNO[�HNHPUZ[�HU`�MVYT�VM�YLSPNPVU�2 In this neoconservative position, which 
^L�LUJV\U[LY�[OLZL�KH`Z�UV[�VUS`�PU�7VSHUK��^L�ZLL�H�YLÅLJ[PVU�VM�[OPZ�\YIHU�W\ISPJ�[OH[�HWWHYLU[S`�PZ�OHYK�[V�KLÄUL��
Of course, I think that this kind of urban public is the prime audience of urban art, maybe even the agents of it. They 
and their urban culture constitute forms of a global development that challenge many people and lead them toward 
neo-conservative parties or even further.

Finally, the discourse on the urban has replaced the one on the city itself and has its own semantic history. Until 
the end of the 20th century ”urban” had a positive connotation: It was idealized as the Mediterranean city with the 
central piazza in the tradition of the Greek agora, representing the ideal of historic democracy. Strangely enough, 
 
����0[�W\[Z�[OL�UH[PVUHS�IYVHKJHZ[�JVTWHUPLZ�KPYLJ[S`�\UKLY�[OL�PUÅ\LUJL�VM�[OL�NV]LYUTLU[�[OH[�JSHPTLK�OPZ�YPNO[�[V�HWWVPU[�[OL�
KPYLJ[VYZ�KPYLJ[S �̀�-VY�TVYL�PUMVYTH[PVU�ZLL!�O[[W!��^^ �̂O\THUYPNO[ZL\YVWL�VYN���������WVSHUK�QHNSHUK�YHPZLZ�TLKPH�SH^�O\THU�
YPNO[Z�JVUJLYUZ�^P[O�WYLZPKLU[�K\KH���������������
 
����-VY�[OL�VYPNPUHS�[L_[�ZLL�O[[W!��^^ �̂IPSK�KL�IPSKSP]L���������WVSLU�TPUPZ[LY����������IPSK�O[TS��������������
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[OPZ�JVUJLW[�^HZ�VUS`�YLHSPaLK�PU�ZOVWWPUN�THSSZ�HUK�HY[PÄJPHSS`�I\PS[�KPZ[YPJ[Z�SPRL�7V[ZKHTLY�7SH[a�PU�)LYSPU��;OLZL�
TVKLSZ�HYL�UV[�\YIHU� PU� [OLTZLS]LZ"� [OL`�HY[PÄJPHSS`� Q\Z[� YLWYLZLU[�\YIHUP[ �̀�7HY[PJPWH[PVU�OLYL� PZ�JSLHYS`� SPTP[LK� [V�
consumerism and controlled labor. These concepts were criticized by contemporary urban theory that stresses more 
[OL�JVUÅPJ[PUN�HZWLJ[Z�VM�\YIHUP[ �̀�-YVT�[OPZ�WLYZWLJ[P]L��[OL�\YIHU�PZ�UV[�JVUJLP]LK�HZ�H�JVUJPZL�ZWHJL��I\[�TVYL�
HZ�HU�VWLU�WYVJLZZ�ULNV[PH[PUN�JSHPTZ�VU�\YIHU�[LYYP[VYPLZ�HUK�[OL�Z[Y\NNSL�VU�[OL�Z`TIVSPJ�ZPNUPÄJHUJL�VM�P[Z�WSHJLZ��
/V^L]LY��P[�PZ�H[�[OPZ�WVPU[�[OH[�^L�ZLL�HNHPU�[OL�WV[LU[PHS�VM�\YIHU�HY[�HZ�H�JYLH[P]L�[VVS�[V�PUÅ\LUJL�HUK�ZOHWL�[OL�
symbolic meaning of urban space itself, and in doing so reclaiming that very space. Its inclusive characteristics often 
[HJRSL�Z[H[PJ�UV[PVUZ�VM�JP[`�WSHUUPUN�HUK�VWWVZL�WVSPJPLZ�VM�NV]LYUHUJL��HZ�^HZ�HSZV�[OL�JHZL�PU�)PYNP[�4LYZTHUU»Z�
talk about Korean practices (Mersmann, 2018). The analysis of urban art is therefore a valuable tool to make such 
processes visible. The contributions to this volume show an understanding of the contemporary urban that takes into 
JVUZPKLYH[PVU�[OL�PUJVUZ[HUJ`�VM�[OL�W\ISPJ�ZWOLYL��/LSIYLJO[�+PYRZTLPLY��������HUK�[OL�WVZZPIPSP[PLZ�VM�P[Z�ZOHWPUN�
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