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Performing the Non-Human: Art Exhibitions Since 2000 

On a meta level, this thesis explores the ways that humankind positions itself in the universe. 

In particular, it investigates how the fluctuating relationship between humans and the (natural) 

environment is critiqued and performed by post-millennial contemporary artist-and-curator-

led exhibitions held in Europe and North America. From a proliferation of post-2000 exhibi-

tions, this thesis identifies six key themes through which artists and curators conceive, present 

and perform the non-human, with an exhibitionary case study selected for each. Making ref-

erence to a broad range of artistic, curatorial and exhibition practices, this thesis evaluates 

these six exhibitions. It uses art historical and museological methodologies to elucidate their 

content, narrative form and materiality, paying particular attention to the ways they engage 

with art and exhibition history. Through this analysis, I attempt to answer several key ques-

tions: how do artists and curators develop new paradigms of understanding the shifting rela-

tions to the world in the era of the anthropocene? What narrative forms and material structures 

are used to present these paradigms? To what extent how are these exhibitions performative, 

making artists and curators agents of social action? 

Throughout, this thesis explores the wider question of the position of (art) museums within 

the  anthropocene debate. Although museums have long been influential in performing our 

relationships with nature, the very characteristics of the Anthropocene challenges museologi-

cal spaces and methodologies. How do museums negotiate these challenges and fulfil their 

potential as agents for social change in the age of the Anthropocene?  
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